Role of the School Counselor
School counselors play an integral role in the educational system. Implementing a mental health perspective, they provide comprehensive counseling services to all students in the areas of academic, personal/social and career development with the goal of providing students with the tools and skills to become productive, well-adjusted citizens in a rapidly changing, diverse world. Counselors collaborate with teachers, support staff and the community to create a safe environment where students can succeed. 
Middle school is an exciting and challenging time for students and their families. Middle school is characterized by both physical and developmental growth as students question their world and themselves and begin to form a more concrete self-identity.
School counseling programs are essential for students to achieve optimal personal growth, acquire positive social skills and values and realize their full academic potential. 

Included in the comprehensive counseling program:
Academic:

· Individual academic planning
· Organization and study skills

· Goal-setting and decision-making

Personal/social:

· Social skills

· Coping strategies

· Individual and group counseling
· Individual/school/family crisis intervention

Career:

· Transition to high school 

· Career planning

Systems support:

· Consultation and collaboration
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