8th Grade Summer Reading Assignment

Choose three books from the Ferguson Library grade level reading list.  For each book you read this summer, you will be required to write responses to the five topics below.  Responses should use appropriate writing style (correct spelling, grammar, punctuation) and be at least five sentences long for each response.  Guidelines for responses follow.  These responses may either be recorded in a composition book in ink or in a computer file.  

Put your name and Advisory as a heading.  For each book you read, write the title and author of the book at the top of the page as a title.  (see example)
1.  Character – Identify the major characters and explain how they communicate the meaning of the book.  You might include:

· descriptions of major characters;

· an explanation of the relationships among the characters;

· the ways in which the author connects readers to characters.

2.  Conflict – Identify and explain major conflicts in the book.  You might include:

· the problems, challenges, questions or dilemmas the characters face;

· the morals, values and judgments that make a character’s decision-making difficult.

3.  Quotation – Select and write about an important quote.  To explain the quote’s importance, you might include information about:

· who is speaking to whom;

· what the quote refers to in the story;

· how the quote is connected to the “big” meaning of the book.  In other words, tell why the quote is “important.”

4.  Reaction – Describe your reaction to the book.  A reaction might include:

· what thoughts or feelings you had about the book when you first started reading it;

· whether or not the book grabbed your attention right away or was “hard to get into;”

· how your thoughts changed as you read the book;

· whether you felt as though you never wanted the book to end or whether it seemed to go on and on;

· which ways, if any, the book made you think about life in a new way.

5.  Association – Describe the ways in which the book can be connected to the thoughts or experiences of others.  Details might include:

· ways in which the book reminds you of other people, places or events;

· similarities to other books you’ve read;

· connections you make between the book and a movie.
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Example:


Ed Scofield

Mr. Giberti’s Advisory

Huckleberry Finn by Mark Twain

Character:
Huck Finn—Main character, lives with sisters Miss Watson and Widow Douglas because he has no mother and a drunk father.  Doesn’t like structure.  Loves to be outdoors and wants adventure.  Meets Jim and travels away on raft.

Jim—escaped slave, meets Huck in wilderness.  They travel down river together to escape different problems.  Ignorant because he has no schooling, but has good character.

King and Duke—evil pair who take advantage of townspeople.  Force Huck and Jim to join them going down Mississippi to swindle more people.  Eventually get in trouble.

Tom Sawyer—Huck’s best friend.  Comes from more stable family, but enjoys adventure like Huck.  

