Summer writing Assignment

For Incoming 8th Graders

(Gold and Purple Teams)

Dear Incoming Eighth Grade Student,

This summer, we would like you to find topics and purposes for your writing that matter to you, to your life, to who you are, and who you want to become.  As a reader and writer, you can only grow if you practice.  

Because you will be asked to write a persuasive essay for the CMT, you need to maintain your skills during the summer.  This means you must write a persuasive essay, score it, and give a reason for your score, the way you learned to do in seventh grade.  To help you, we have enclosed a list of thirty-five possible topics, a rubric for grading, and a list of transition words.  Be sure that you read this over with your parents and discuss the topics together.  

Bring your completed essay with your score sheet to your LA teacher on the first day of school.  This is required, and you will receive a test grade for this assignment.  Naturally, we hope you will continue to write poems, short stories, journal entries and memoirs, as well.  Be sure to show these to your writing teacher for extra credit.  

Have a great summer and continue to learn and use as many new words as you can.  Remember, great writers play with words.  Continue to play with words and enjoy your summer.







Sincerely,







Eighth Grade Gold and Purple 







Language Arts Teachers

Assignment Summary

REQUIRED

· [image: image1.wmf]One typed persuasive essay

· 12 pt. font, black ink only

· Write in third person (no “I” or “you” forms)

· Do not use contractions

· Score sheet with reasons

· Return to teacher opening day

OPTIONAL

· Extra persuasive essays with score sheets

· Additional creative writing

· List of new words you have learned this summer

Suggested Writing Prompts (Writing to Persuade)

Student to choose one side of issue and write to convince.

1. City living is better than country living.  (or reverse)

2. ______ is a better sport to play than _______.

3. Dogs make better pets than cats.  (or reverse)

4. Every student should have an after-school job.

5. Going out to the movies is better than watching television movies at home.

6. Common sense is as valuable as any other learning.

7. People are deterred from wrong-doing more by their fear of being caught than by their sense of right and wrong.

8. The most important and cohesive social unit is the family.  Without families, society will disintegrate.

9. Television watching is harmful.

10. Society has an obligation to take care of all its members.

11. Competition in any area of life, business, or politics makes things better.

12. People need time to be by themselves.

13. Teenagers are basically selfish (or unselfish).

14. Life was better (worse) fifty (one hundred) years ago.

15. Traveling is educational.

16. It is not good (or is good) for teachers to give many A’s.

17. Students should not receive better grades for redoing an assignment.

18. There are not enough restrictions on students.

19. Public schools are better than private schools (or reverse).

20. Teachers should play soft music during exams.

21. Parents should (or should not) spank their children.

22. Students should be paid to attend school

23. The best lesson that education gives is…

24. Students should read only for pleasure,.

25. Everyone breaks the law.

26. If you know of someone who is breaking the law, you should report that person.

27. The driving age should be changed to…

28. Darien is the best town in which to live.

29. All bike riders should have to wear helmets.

30. Your class should be allowed to take a field trip to…

31. All students should celebrate Earth Day.

32. _____is the year’s best movie.

33. _____should be on the summer reading list.

34. Rock musicians should be censored.

35. The television program ______ should be taken off the air (or should be continued).

Persuasive Writing Rubric

Score 6
Papers receiving a score of 6 are well-developed responses.  Reasons are fully elaborated with specific details.  The papers show strong organizational strategy, a progression of ideas and transitions.  The writers are fluent.

Score 5
Papers receiving a score of 5 are developed responses.  Reasons are moderately well elaborated with mostly specific details.  The papers show generally strong organizational strategy, progression of ideas and transitions.  The writers are moderately fluent.

Score 4
Papers receiving a score of 4 are somewhat-developed responses.  Reasons are adequately elaborated with a mix of general and specific details.  The papers show satisfactory organizational strategy, progression of ideas and transitions.  The writers are somewhat fluent.

Score 3
Papers receiving a score of 3 are minimally developed responses.  Reasons have only a little elaboration and details are more general than specific.  The papers show some evidence of organizational strategy.  Some awkwardness may be present.

Score 2
Papers receiving a score of 2 are undeveloped responses.  The papers are usually brief with details just listed.  Details that are present are mostly general.  The papers may be disorganized, awkward and confused.

Score 1
Papers receiving a score of 1 are very sparse responses.  The papers may have few and/or vague details.  They are too brief to indicate organization and are awkward and confused.

Transition words and phrases useful in construction of paragraphs:

Addition

Moreover, further, furthermore, besides, and, and then, likewise,




also, nor, too, again, in addition, equally important, next, first,




secondly, thirdly, finally, last, lastly

Contrast

But, yet, and yet, however, still, nevertheless, on the other hand,




on the contrary, after all, notwithstanding, for all that, in contrast




to this, at the same time, although this may be true

Comparison

Similarly, likewise, in like manner, on the other hand, although,




in the same way, on the contrary, comparatively, conversely,




whether or not, even though, rather than…, nevertheless,




in spite of…

Purpose

To this end, for this purpose, with this object

Result

Hence, therefore, accordingly, consequently, thus, thereupon,




wherefore

Time


Meanwhile, at length, immediately, soon, after a few days, in the




meantime, afterward

Place


Here, beyond, nearby, opposite to, adjacent to, on the opposite




side

Summary, 

To sum up, in brief, on the whole, in sum, in short, as I have said,

Repetition,

in other words, to be sure, as has been noted, for example, for

Simplification,
instance, in fact, indeed, in any event, for the reasons above,

Intensification
without a doubt, in summation, unquestionably, undoubtedly, 




in conclusion, obviously, in any event, in any case

