SEVENTH GRADE

SUMMER READING ASSIGNMENT

Silver Team – Black Team

June, 2007

Name________________________________Date____________________

REQUIRED – During the summer, read and enjoy three (3) books:  

A.  One book will be a Required Book.  

B. The second book must be a nonfiction book, e.g. biography, history (written literature dealing with real people and real events).  

C. The third book can be nonfiction, or fiction (written literature 

        made up from the author’s imagination).  This is your Choice Book.


Select the nonfiction book and the Choice Book from the list provided (see your copy of the  “Summer 2007 Reading List” booklet given to you by your Reading teacher) so that you will have a good time reading.  After all, it’s summer.   

Please complete the projects as listed on the back of this handout.  A copy of some important and helpful literary terms and their definitions, as well as the grading rubric will be available on the school website.  Your projects will be collected during the first week of school (you may possibly present one of the projects in class), and will count as a Reading quiz grade. 

Be sure to sign this Assignment handout and include it with your work.  You will not be able to receive credit for your work without the signatures.
EXTRA CREDIT – Read a fourth book (or fifth, or sixth…!!).  

You may illustrate an important scene from the book, complete another summary, or make a book jacket.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

READING PROJECTS

(NOTE:  There will be one project due for each book:

· One-page summary of Required Book
· One choice project for Non-Fiction Book
· One choice project for Choice Book)
1.  REQUIRED BOOK*—You will write a one-page summary of the book you read.  Guidelines for writing a summary are: 

1.  Read the material/book/story carefully, more than once if necessary.  Look up the meaning of unknown words.

2.  To help you know that you understand the material, explain to yourself what the author said, using your own words, just as though you are telling a friend what you read.

3.  Write in the present tense.  .  Note:  Writing in the present tense is writing as if the action (plot) is happening now. Use present tense verbs such as:  Samuel breaks the window or Samuel is breaking the window.  The horse trots quietly or the house is trotting quietly.

4. The first sentence should contain the author’s name and the main idea.

5.   Read the summary out loud to see if there are any gaps.  Use examples only when they are necessary to clarify a part.

6. Reread to be sure that the summary contains the following:

a. the name of the author and main idea in the first sentence

b. only the main ideas or main events and most important supporting details

c. only the author’s meaning; not your personal opinions

d. restated in your own words

e. use quotation marks around any material which is directly quoted

f. proofread for grammatical and spelling

     The summary must be typed.  You can include an illustration (optional).  It must be at least one full page, not more than two pages.  If you are not able to type it, you must write in your best handwriting. 

2.  NONFICTION BOOK (see next page)
3.  CHOICE BOOK (see next page)

     For Books #2 and #3, you may choose your projects from the following selections (“Choice Projects”):

1. Book Review:  Write a book review (at least one-page) for a teen magazine on the Choice Book.  Focus on three main events from the book.  Convince your readers this book would interest or bore middle school students.  Look for examples of a book review in a Sunday newspaper’s Book Review section (e.g., New York Times, Boston Globe).

2. Visual Representation:  Through a collage, poster, or visual piece of art, show how the characters and conflict (the struggle between two opposing forces which reappears throughout the story) relate to the major theme (the most important message or lesson of the story).  Be sure to include a written summary of these relationships, which must be creatively attached to your project.

3. Poetry:  Write a poem that conveys the feelings, tone and mood of your novel.  You may use free verse style to create your poem.  Your poem must be presented in a creative way—illustrate your poem with the final work having a “published” look.

4. Research:  Dig up some background information on any topic related to your reading.  This could include geography, culture, history, time period, etc.  Investigate something that interest you and write about it (at least one full page).  Be sure to cite your sources (do not plagiarize your researched work).  

5.  Journal:  Read the book.  As you read, keep a journal (Mead Composition notebook) to include the following:

· A reading date on each journal entry page

· New vocabulary words and their definitions

· Illustrations and/or pictures from newspapers, magazines, etc. representing the content of some of your entries

· Your last entry must be a summary of the book—remember, a summary is a brief restatement of the content of the text using only important details. 

· Questions you have and their answers; questions that you feel were unanswered

· Your personal reactions to the characters, events, etc., with a brief explanation of why you had that reaction (e.g., “I can’t believe she did that because…”)

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Signature (Student)_________________________Date_______________ 

Signature (Parent) _________________________ Date _______________


REQUIRED BOOK*--Choose from the following ten books:


 Vampire High, by Douglas Rees (2007 Nutmeg Award)


The Higher Power of Lucky, by Susan Patron (2007 Newbery Award)


Criss Cross, by Lynne Rae Perkins (2006 Newbery Award)


Kira-Kira, by Cynthia Kadohata (2005 Newbery Award)


Carver: A Life in Poems, Marilyn Nelson (Newbery Honor)


The Slave Dancer, by Paula Fox (1974 Newbery Award)


The Time Machine, by H. G. Wells (Classic)


White Fang, Jack London (Classic)


Secret of the Andes, by Ann Nolan Clark (1953 Newbery Award) 


Jacob Have I Loved, by Katherine Paterson (1981 Newbery Award)





*Regarding REQUIRED BOOK:  If you are not able to obtain a book from the list on page 1, please choose a book listed in the Summer 2007 Reading List booklet to complete this assignment.











PAGE  
1

